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* Therefore be ye also ready: for i tn such an hour as ye think not the Son 7 
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FIFTT.-FIFTH ANNUAL | CONFERENCE. 
[ConcLUDED FROM PAGE 298. 
| THIRD DAY. 
5 Morning Session, April 6, 1886. 
ON FERENCE. e at 10 Oclock, and the choir sang: 
The morning breaks, the shadows flee, 
Lo! Zion’s standard is unfurled... 


After prayer by Elder Hugh S. Gowans, the choir sang: 
Fre long the vail will rend in twain, . 
The King descend with all His train. 


APOSTLE JOHN HENRY SMITH 

Was the first this morning. It afforded him. to once 
be in Zion and ‘mingle with the people of God in a General Conference. His 
feelings regarding his mountain home could not be expressed in language. 2 
His heart was full and his joy was great in again assembling with those bs 
had known from childhood and with the Saints generally. In the last fer 
months he had been visiting and explaining the Gospel to his kindred, i — 2 
while he was received with kindness, he had reason to believe that his u 

ances had fallen upon stony ground. In 1882 he was sent by the Church - 
authorities to Europe, to preside for a time over the Mission in that pat of 
the world. While on a previous mission: to the samé part of the world, bis’ 
health had been exceedingly precarious. On going to fill his more recent’: 
appointment, he had been ‘promised by the servants of God that he would be 
prospered. This had been fully realized, 
deleterious effects that he had formerly incurred. There had been a great © 
deal of proselyting done by the liberal distribution of the written word, io: 


* 
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many had been warned. The Elders who had labored with him had been 
efficient, humble and active, and he had nothing but blessings for each and 
all of them. He respected and honored them as his own brothers. The 
friendship that springs up between brethren in the midst of strangers and 
adversity is of an enduring character. Some baptizing had been done, and 
some new ground had been broken in Great Britain, or at least places that 
had been closed for years had been re-opened. The mission work had lapped 
over from Scandinavia into Finland, to which country Elder Fjelsted had 
sent a few Elders some time before and gained a foothold. Through the 
services of a native Elder efforts were also being made to open the Gospel 
door on the borders of Prussia and Austria, An opening was also being at- 
tempted in Turkey. It is hoped by putting forth such efforts that, under the 
blessing of God, every son and daugb“er of our Father will eventually be 
warned. In Great Britain the work is closing up. In Ireland, through the | 
efforts of Elders Wilson and Marshall, an opening had been made, and a good 
number ef peuple had embraced the Gospel. The speaker visited Italy i in the 
2 the work could be introduced there. Two Elders who had been 
laboring there almost lost their lives. But little could be done in that nation 
at present, the people being so bound up by Catholicism. Elder Bunot 
labored assiduously to spread the Gospel in France, but with no apparent 
result, except to warn the people so far as he had opportunity. It is not only 
a day of gleaning and gathering, but of warning, to leave the people without 
excuse. At the time our brethren were ~urdered in cold blood in Tennessee, 
a wave of hatred passed over Europe in regard to the Saints. The press 
teemed with false accusations, and anti- Mormon” lecturers were plentiful. 
This feeling was more or less intense up to the time the speaker left for 
home. . But as usual a cooler condition will ensue, by the law of re- action. 
Many people will investigate and realize the truth of the remark of Mr. 
Beecher, that in Northwest America is the most striking phenomenon of the 
nineteenth century. They see’ people who ‘are irrepressible. _ They see a 
conflict against the evils of the world. The speaker rejoiced to ones more 
put his foot on the soil of America the land of freedom. Men may seek to 
crush the principles of liberty, | but Divinity has decreed that here those prin- 
ciples shall live and extend over all the earth. The law of God shall yet go 
1 from this chosen land. All we need to do is to keep our eye upon the 
hating no one, no matter how evil. disposed he may be. No matter 
bee corrupt men are, we should look upon them as having something i in them 
we should make an effort to save. The speaker wished some things could be 
otherwise, but he saw no other road to travel than through trials without 
fear, that the uvbject in view might be gained, This was the way in which 
be looked upon the present opposition to the Church. There was no other iii 
course:but to,accept the situation. Surely we can endure imprisonment or 
hardship for the Gospel's sake. He had no personal concern regarding the 
matter. It may be that men may be imprisoned; they may be hunted to 
death; men die, but systems live, and cannot be annibilsted. We, are 
iustruments to accomplish the work of establishing the Chutchyof 10 
and while some of the implements may be broken, there are others ready to 
take up the same labor and perpetuate it. The judgments ol God will. visit 
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the nations, and that which divinity has established will break in pieces all 
things that oppose it. The forces that are brought to bear against the Saints 
ars not confined to the politicians of the country. Behind them are the peo- 
ple. There are first the clergymen of the different religious denominations. 
They are incited by false statements that are formulated by those who reside 
here. These awful stories are believed, and thus an influence is brought to 
bear upon the politicians that moves them to inimical action against the 


Saints. The mass of the people of New England appear to imagine it to be 


their special mission to extirpate “ Mormonism,” and the speaker, on his late 
there, had been warned that the end of the system was near. His 


friends there had referred him to Mra. Stenhouse’s book, but he had informed 


those drawing his attention to its fabrications, that he could, if he were a 
bookmaker, write a work in a short time of occurrences in New England that 
would throw the one referred to into the shade. The laws of God were being 
outraged i in New England, by women refusing to answer the end of their 
beings, preferring to be childless, or nearly so. Satan himself recognizes the 
growing power among the people of Utah, who answer the design of God in 
the relations of the sexes, rearing children like flocks to honor God. But all 


were not depraved in thieas relations in New England, there being many | 


honorable exceptions. The Saints have wronged no one by peopling these 


valleys. Faith, repentance, baptism by immersion for the remission of sins, : 


and the imposition of hands for the imparting of the Holy Ghost, are prin- 
ciples of the Gospel, and in obeying them we have injured no people. We 
have sworn allegiance to the institutions ‘of the country, and we sustain them. 
The man who seeks to enchain his fellows is the one who needs to tremble. 
All the doctrines we have obeyed may be enumerated, and our works in re- 
deeming the desert may be cited, and they all go to show that we have inter- 
fered with nobody. We have not raised a standard against the country. If, 
on religious cunviction, a woman makes a sacrifice and consents for her hus- 
band to take another wife into the family, and the man is willing to take 
upon. himself the additional responsibility, no outside party is injured. The 
principle was revealed kor the salvation of both men and women. Millions of 


the fair sex are going to ruin, and the Almighty never interposed the interdict g 


against that which would prevent so great an abomination and calamity. We 
shall not tremble while we confront this great problem in fighting the battle 
which Deity has vutlined. Let us bless all, curse none; feed the hungry and 
clothe the naked. And if we live godly it must needs be that we suffer 
persecutiun. Let us sustain each other and betray none. The speaker pro- 
posed to continue to labor among the people. He had been treated as an 
alien by his countrymen, yet American blood of generations flowed in his 
veins. He had never lifted his voice or hand against an institution of the 
country, and he never expected to do anything in that line. He intended to 
observe every constitutional law of the land. He considered it the greatest 


foolishness to sustain those who were engaged in or sympathised with the 


present crusade against the Saint The people should confine their support 
to their friends, and not put a knife into e nn of heir enemies to be 


used iby | in tlitoate. 
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PRESIDENT OLIVER G. SNOW, 
ot Box Eider State, was the next speaker. No N icone: 80 . cause: 
to rejoice as have the Latter. day Saints. Their history shows that the bles- 
sings of God have attended them, and He has preserved and delivered them 
from every power of the foe. They are more united now than at any. time c 
in their career. This oneness is a most essential condition. This is exempli- 
fied in all of the teaching of the Savior and His Apostles. This unity has 
caused the people to accomplish the gratifying work they had performed. In 
visiting the settlements of this section, the speaker had been gratified win 1 
the material advancement attained by the Saints in making homes, orchards. 
and farms, The same could be said regarding nearly every: part of this coun- 
try to which the Saints have gathered. The people generally appeared to 
appreciate the fact that these blessings had come from God. It did not ap- 
pear that there was much fear and trembling among them ‘regarding the pre- 
sent persecutions. Their trust is in the Lord. There is no dubiety amo 
them regarding the ultimate victory that awaits them in keeping the com- 
mandments of the Almighty, They were built, as were the Saints in olden 
times, upon the rock of revelation. The darkest and most forbidding aspect 
cannot obliterate that intelligent testimony. The organization of the Church 
is the most perfect and thorough in existence. It is so complete that none 
are left on the outside of it. The young people are becoming a strong lerer 
for good in the community. He prayed that the blessings of God meh ee, 
upon all who were engaged in seeking to establish truth in the earth. 2 
PRESIDENT r. D. RICHARDS | 
Stated that under existing conditions it was not deemed prudent to call the’ 
names of missionaries to various parts of the earth, who had already gone to 7 
their fields of labor since the last General Conference, or who might be ca 
during this. It would be proper, however, for the Saints to say whether they 
were willing to confide the matter of sending Elders out to preach the Gos- 
pel to the missionary committee, of which he was a member. One thing was 
certain, the work of proclaiming the truth was being actively prosecnted. 4 
A motion was made by Apostle Francis M. Lyman, to the effect that the 
action of the missionary committee in selecting and sending out Elders to the 
nations be endorsed, and that the whole matter be left in their hands to be 
conducted according to their best judgment, under the blessings of God. 
The motion was carried unanimously. , 
The choir sang the anthem: — 
Oh! Father Almighty, 
Benediction by Elder George Parkinson. 


rig. AFTERNOON SESSION. 
Conference met at 2 o'clock; and the choir sang: ss | 
All Bail che glorious day, 
Altar prayér by Apost John W. Taylor; the chor 
O give mn my Prophet dear; 
And Patriarch, O give them bak 
FRANCIS MARION . LYMAN: : ing al tien 
Addressed the Conference. He considered tlat ther: had — an 1 
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, Conference. The spirit of the Lord had been poured out upon the brethren 
who had spoken. Besides, we have been addressed, by epistle, by the breth- 
ren of the First Presidency, It is necessary to be collected and avoid ex- ' 
tremes that might have a bad effect. Troubles that accrue to the Latter-day 
Saints for righteousness’ sake will soon end. As related in the second chap- 
iter of Daniel, it was made known to Nebuchadnezzar what would transpire 
in the latter days. The speaker read the pussage relating to the setting up, 
an the. latter days, of a kingdom which was to break in pieces and supersede 
all others. The Lord has begun to establish that work. In order to do so, 
He had conferred. upon man the richt to officiate in His name, so that He 
Should be bound to acknqwledgeſftheir ministrations. It was necessary that 
men should be informed in regard to; God, the Father and His Son Jesus 
Christ. For this, reason they revealed themselves to J oseph Smith. Faith, 
repentance that produces reformation, baptism by immersion for the remission 
of sins, and the reception of the Holy Ghost imparted by the imposition, of 
the hands by the authorized servants of God, were doctrines of the Gospel. 
| On the base thus formed we go forward in knowledge and obedience unto 
Salvation. Latter-day Saints have no license to do any wrong of any char- 
acter, but must work righteousness before the Lord. The Priesthood has 
been given, and it is not confined to those who preside in the Church, but 
every good man is entitled to it. Those who are unholy have no claim to 
that authority. Every woman is entitled to have at her head a man bearing 
. the Melchisedec Priesthood. So has every child born into the Church a 
right to have a man thus endowed for a father. Every family should have a 
head of that character. The heads of families are entitled to be governed 
by the Spirit of God, and in turn they should, under that influence, preside 
over those entrusted to their care. The speaker here read the revelation re- 
garding the obligation upon parents to teach their children the doctrines of 
the Gospel, and to see that they are baptized when eight years old, and to 
teach them to pray and walk uprightly. When these things are not done, 
the sins of the children are visited upon the parents. This injuction had, in 
the speakers opinion, been more or less neglected. The Priesthood is organ- 
* ized into quorums, and there aro presidencies and appointments, from the 
presiding officers of the Church downward through all the ramifications of 
the system. This compact organization enabled all to be taught in relation 
to their duties. There are also associations in the nature of aids to the Priest- 
hood in carrying on the work of advancement and regeneration. But of all 
f others parents are the most deeply interested i in their children. God has 
provided that Satan has no power to tempt little children, so that they are 
: ‘already redeemed if they die before they reach a condition of personal re- 
K , Sponsibility. A spirit of opposition is developing all over the world against 
: the Latter-day Saints. Apostates ars in many instances inclined to disturb 
a the peace of their old friends. But the Saints cannot be robbed of their 
5 richt to the kingdom of God. Nebuchadnezzar was shown that it would 
never be given to another people. In this day Prophets and others of God's 
servants had been slain, but these things have driven us closer together, and 
have made us stronger. All neglect of duty will pass away, and we will draw 
closer to the Lord. Parents will be more diligent in a teaching their children. 
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The Saints vod to reform and repent of their lack of wisdom, and no longer 


- strew their ways to strangers.’ No reasonable person will find fault with 
them for supporting their friends and letting their enemies alone. The world 
are united in matters in which they are interested; so should the Saints be. 
- Those who are engaged in the present crusade are not making efforts against 
any crimes among us. It is for things that are good we do that we are pur- 
sued. A law has been enacted against one of our religious institutions, but 
it would just be as consistent to make a law to prohibit us from baptizing for 
the remission of sins, or attending to any other religious ceremony of the 


a 


Church. There is no principle of the Gospel that is more sacred to Latter- 
day Saints than the marriage covenant. It enables a man to secure the re- 
lationship of his family for all eternity. No more important principle | ‘has 


yet been revealed to us. We have no inclination to marry wives from among 
- unbelievers, for this is forbidden. Therefore, who is being infringed upon in 
this matter? Some sisters have married men outside of the Church, and this 


has been a grievous wrong. Such women have placed themselves outside 


the ordinances of the Church. They are united to their partners för time 


only, they and their children being subjected to separation after death. The 
Saints look to the glorious prospect of a perpetuity of the family order. The 


people who have gathered here from so many nations have not come together 


by the preaching of a popular doctrine. Quite the reverse. They necessarily 
are subjected to persecution. They have taken up the cross of Christ, who 


suffered as no ordinary man could suffer, and His atonement applies to all 


men save the sons of perdition, who cannot be redeemed. There are three 


general kingdoms, degrees, or conditions in eternity, and to reach any of 


them it is needful that men, either here or bereafter, must repent of their 


sins. The doctrines of the Gospel have been embraced by the most inde- 


pendent and resolute people on the earth. They have exhibited an indi- 
viduality and strength of churacter that are rare among men. They are not 
only independent, but they are honest, industrious and exemplary. ‘They 
were not attracted here by hopes of ease and plenty. They acted on principle 


aside from any prospect of material advancement. But God has blessed the 
land and prospered His people. There has been an international intermixture 
of races by marriage, the result being that a bold and capable generation is 


developing. We are a peaceable people, and are learning to be self-supporting. 
We abhor iniquity in every form, and excommunicate those who are guilty 
of corrupt conduct, and permanently expel those who commit adultery, de- 

clining to allow them. tor re- enter the Church. Tf the Saints had. their way, 


£4 


rather that our children should die than that they should become unvirtuous. 


the Lord will allow trouble to come upon us. But if we are true and p 
we can, with complacency, suffer, if need be, for righteousness’ suke. May 


The laws regulating our conduct should be strictly observed. If’ we do | not, 


15 


Lord bless Zion and her friends e the earth, and the righteous : 


everywhere. 
PRESIDENT FRANKLIN p. RICHARDS 


Was the next speaker. We have great reason to rejoice before our bel in 
heaven, and before the people of the earth. We are more satisfactorily situ- 
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ated, spiritually and temporally, than any other community on the same ex- 
tent of territory anywhere. People have better opportunities for gaining 
good homes than anywhere else. There is a great scope here for skill, enter- 
prise, and native intelligence. We are sometimes oppressed by the enemies 
of liberty, yet nany psoplés are vastly worse off than we in that regard. 
People in various parts of the earth are filled with anxiety because of things 
that are hanging over their heads. They are troubled with dread lest they 
be drafted to take part in thréatened wars. Nowhere else is there more 
settled peace than here. No power can place upon us the shackles of sin and 
Satan. The speaker wished to see every species of fear dispelled, and a due 
. appreciation of the freedom we enjoy, and the substantial blessings we possess 
manifested. Food and all things else needful for our sustenance are in 
abundance, Let the people command the peace of God in their hearts. 
There may be attempts to trouble ard harass us, but the trouble they bring 


will nat be a drop in the bucket compared with what they will produce upon 


themselves. We are identified with the strongest form of government that 
was ever revealed to man on the earth. Those who sit in secret council to 
pass laws to make us offenders because of a doctrine of our faith, will yet be 
filled with fear. The secret works of darkness that are developing in the 
world to produce destruction, are scarcely a beginning of what yet will be. 
Every man should warn his neighbor and teach his.children, that righteous- 
ness may be established. Let nothing divert you from what is prudent. 
Commit no overt act, but observe every constitutional law. We have not 
rissen up against any constitutional law of the land. Avoid all violent con- 
tlict with the ministers of the law, same of whom are anxious to exhibit their 
brief authority. It is just the experiences through which we are passing that 
will increase our faith and confirm our knuwledge that God lives. You will 
live to see the day when in this land those who will not take part in a fright- 
ful conflict that will ensue, will have to come here for safety. It will yet be 
a problem with us as to how to manage the large number of people who will 

vet flock hither. We should pray for the brethren who are our leaders. If 
some lives have to be sacrificed, even that need not be feared. It is some- 
times necessary that witnesses should go to the other side, that all things 
may be adjusted according to the Jaw of the Lord in relation to un 
He prayed the Lord to bless the people. 
The choir sang the anthem: =, 

Daughters of Zion. 
Benediction by President Richards 4a 
Conference een until Oetober, 1885, the precise day not being stated. 
Jonn N Clerk of Conference. 


* 


One would think that the State of Georgia had enough blood- 3 to answer for 
in the cruel murder of the young Mormon“ missionary Joseph Standing, but the 
| the fullowing murderous sentiment: | 

rs „A Mormon bishop and a Mormon elder have been invited | to occupy the 05 0 
penitentiary for practicing polygamy. This is a pretty good beginning. Nevertheless, 
Tennessee methods are much siinpler than this.” 
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MONDAY, MAY 18, 1885, 


THE SINGULAR DECISION OF THE v. 8. SUPREME COURT. 
—0— 
Tun 8 Court of the United States has reared a Gebo in the case 
of Rudger Clawson, appealed from the Supreme Court of Utah Territory. 
The rulings of the lower court are affirmed. The questions to be decided 
were, the legality of the grandi jury which indicted the defendant, and of the 
petit jury which tried him. The grand jury was composed of persons Who 
had been selected because of their avowed hostility to the faith of the de- 
fendant. They were chosen under the fifth section of the Edmunds act, 
Which provides that In any prosecution for bigamy, polygamy or unlawful 
‘cohabitation, it shall be a sufficient cause of challenge to any person drawn 
or summoned as a juryman or talesman that * * he believes it richt for 
a man to have more than one living and undivorced wife at the same time, 
or to live in the practice of cohabiting with more than one woman.“ Every 
person drawn for the grand jury who would not stand the challenge thus 
provided was rejected, and so the grand jury was composed of a ‘who 
were opposed to the defendant on the ground of lreligious belief. 
The dispute, however, as to the legality of the grand jury did not turn on 
the question of the right to impose a religious test, but it was claimed by 
counsel for the appellant that this provision of the Edmunds net, while appli- 
7 cable to trial jurors, was not applicable to grand jurors, because the language 
* is,“ In any prosecution for bigamy, eto, it shall be ‘a ‘sufficient cause of 
*wehallenge,” and a prosecution does not commence with the empanneling of a 
grand jury, but with the finding of an indietment. Also a grand jury is em- 
panneled for the purpose of inquiring into all kinds of crime, and not speci- 
ally for one object, and at the time of the challenging of the grand jurors it 
did not appear that any cases of bigamy or polygamy would be enquired into; 
therefore their organization was not a prosecution for either of those offences. 
A large number of authorities were cited in ‘support of thie argutiént, but the 
court ruled that the empanneling of u grand jury was part of the prosecu- 
tion in this 5 and therefore the grand jury chat Amr the a was 
legal. 
The petit which wied the defendant was allege to vibe: illegal 
it was not drawn and constituted according to the laws of the United States 
and of the Territory of Utah. According to these they should have been 
delected from a list of two hundred citizens prepared by the probate judge of 
te county and the clerk of the district court, half being Mormons“ and 
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non- Mormons.” But the challenges provided by the Edmunds act, 

Anoted above, excluded all “ | Mormons,” on account of their belief, and thus 
tbe jury list became exhausted, Judge Zane thereupon issued what is called 
an open ventre; that is, an order to the U. S, Marshal to select a jury from 
the streets or anywhere in the district where he could find men who could 
answer the challenges. By this means a jury could be packed on purpose to 
_ convict, regardless of the guilt or innocence of the accused. And the jury 
which tried Rudger Clawson was composed of men who were enemies to his 
faith and hostile in sentiment to the Wee he professed, and was therefore 
not an impartial or legal jury. | 

J udge Zane claimed the right under the “ common law” to issue an open 
venire when the regular j jury list became exhausted. But it is a recognized 
principle of jurisprudence in the United States that the common law does not 
prevail in presence of a written statute. And the Poland law with the Utah 
_ statutes provides for juries in the Territory of Utah, and leaves no room for 
the common law. Those written statutes cover the whole ground of the jury 
"question. This i is well understood, and the members of the Utah bar were, 
almost without exception, united in the conviction that Judge Zane was in 
error, and that juries chosen by open venire would be pronounced invalid. 

But, to the general surprise, the Supreme Court of the United States has 
~ gustained the action of the lower court, and thus, in Utah, juries may now 
be selected from the personal enemies of an individual accused of bigamy, 
polysamy, or unlawful cohabitation, and the defendant has no remedy in law. 
This i is most unjust and oppressive, and contrary to the Constitution of the 
country as well as to the principles which underlie the whole system of trial 
by jury. That an accused person bas ‘the right of trial by an impartial j jury 
| of his peers, is recognized in all civilized nations, But in Utah, in the case 
of the trial of a Mormon” who simply carries into effect his convictions of 
religious duty on the marriage a this ancient and anne right i is 
-mowdenied. 

It is marvelous that the highest oct in ‘the United States 8 lend 
) itself i in such a manner to the conspiracy which has been formed against the 
_- liberties and property of the Latter-day Saints, No one who understands 
the situation can fail to see that the court has considered the effects an 
adverse decision would have on the prosecutions now being pressed against 
leading Mormons,” rather than the spirit and letter of the law and the oath 
taken by the judges to support the Constitution and laws of the United 
States. What guaranty or prospect is there now of a fair trial in the case of | 
any Mormon” accused of a violation of law! The Judge, Prosecuting At- 
torney, Marsnal and all the officers ofthe court are the avowed enemies of 
the Church to which he belongs, and. now. jurors may be selected from his 
bitter foes, and both grand and trial] juries be packed to effect his conviction! 
No wonder that persons accused have considered it the part of prudence to 
evade arrest rather than submit their cases to such a travesty on justice. 

But what can be thought. of a government which permits such a system of 
persecution under color of law as is now in active existence in the Territory 
of Utah? Surely the time is drawing near when the Lord, as predicted by 
the Prophets of the nineteenth century, will come out of his hiding place and 


— 
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vex the nation with a sore vexation, unless something is done to correct the 
evils and abuses which are growing almost beyond endurance. N ations’ 48 
well as individuals are responsible to the great Jehovah for their acts, and 
He who can create and also destroy will surely reward chem according to 
their works, 

This is n time to try the fuith and patience of the Saints. A few will 
wenken and grow faint.* Some will turn away in fear. Others will play — 
Judas and betray their brethren for the dross which perishes. But the 
Snints of God will bear as best they may the indignities heaped upon 5 
and the denial of their rights, trusting in that God whom they have served 
in the face of n frowning world to vindicate their cause and work out their 
deliverunce. And us sure as He rules and reigns in eternity sv sure will He, 
in His own time and way, make bare His mighty arm, and while smiting the 
hypocrite und the oppressor, bring His people off more than conquer urs ‘and 
roll on His glorious work to victory. Rejoice ye who are persecuted. for 
righteousness’ sake! Be glad ye who are hunted and oppressed because of 
your obedience to the laws of Gud! For He that has blessed you in the past 
will overrule all for your good in the future, and great shall be your reward 
in time and eternity. God rules when the clouds lower and tempests rage, 
as much as when the spotless sky is a canopy of radiant asure and the atmos- 
phere is filled with peace, And let no one think that any of these measutes 
will retard that which is called Mormonism” fora moment, Its course is 
onward, its followers have enlisted in the cause for ever, and it will never 
fade or falter and never perish from the earth. C W.. 


— 
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RELEASE AND APPOINTMENT.—Elder Moroni M. Sheets is released from 
his labors in the Welsh Conference, und is appointed President of the Bristol 
Conference. 


DEPARTURE.—The second company of this season’s emigration ullod frem 
Liverpool per S. S. Wésconsin, on the 16th inst. There were 197 Britisb, } 
Swedish, and 61 Swiss and. German emigrants, and 15 returning missionaries. 
An intereztintnissting was held on hoard the ship, und instructive remarks 
made by Elders C. W. Penruse and G. Osmond, and the following organiza- 
tion effected: President, Nathaniel M. Hodges; . ee * 
Williams and Gottlieb Hirschi. 
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MINUTES OF THE LONDON CONFERENCE, =: 

HELD AT ORSON’S ACADEMY, 23, NEW ROAD, WHITECHAPEL, ON SUNDAY, 
APRIL 26, 1885. 

UtTan Blders present: Daniel H. Wells, President of the nn Mission; 
George Osmond, from the MIILEXXIAL Stak Office; Charles W. Penrose, 
President of, and Albert Jones, James W. Paxman, William Horsley, George 
J. Dent, Asahel fl. Woodruff, Joseph S. H. Bodell, Lawrence H. Young, 
| Traveling Elders in the London Conference; Melvin D. Wells, of the Liver- 
pool Conference; Isuue C. Gadd and George Gidney, of the Norwich Oon- 
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ference; James L. McMurrin, of the Irish Mission; James G. Crane, of the 
Glasgow Conference; and Nathaniel M. Hodges, of the Bristol Conference. 

Meeting Opened at 10-30 am, with singing, prayer by Elder Osmond, and 
singing again. 

President Penrose made a brief opening address, and then called upon the 
following Presidents of Branches for reports, | 

President Garner, of the Whitechapel Branch, said he had labored in this 
Branch six years, and he had never known it to be in a better condition than 
at present, It numbered 132 members, 13 Elders, 10 Priests, 4 Teachers and’ 
2 Deacons, the majority of whom attend their meetings and pay their tithing. 
Five have been added by baptism during the last six months, and there is 
quite a number waiting to be baptized The Mutual Improvement Associa- 
tion is going on well, they meet every Sunday. The Ladies Relief Society 
is now composed mainly of the young sisters. It was, be believed, the first 
Fewale Relief Society organized in the British Mission, and the work it has 
done has indeed been of vast importauce to the Branch, They have a Mission 
Fund, which is used to help the Eldeis; they Lave also a Book Club, founded 
upon co-operative principles, which has been the menns of bringing the works 
of the Church within the reach of all. 

President Cornell, of the North London, said he could report this Branch 
in a better condition now that it has been for some time. It bas been for a 
long time the largest in the London Conference, having numbered over 200 
members, but from several causes it only numbers now 170 members, During 
the past six or nine months it has bad much trouble through sickness and 
poverty, but, he wus pleased to say, these huve passed away. Their meetings 
were better attended, and their finances were better, both in Tithing and 
other funds, They also hod a Ladies Relief Society, which has indeed done 
a good work, for, although the President and one of her counselors bave been 
sick, the other members have gone forth and nursed the sick and often, from 
their own pockets, helped the poor. Their Mutual Improvement Association 
has made great progress, and, under its present President, Elder Paxman, he 
felt it would make greater. 

President Cross said, although the 1 Branch was small, they bad 
good times. They are a good people, which they show forth in their works, 
both in paying Tithing and other ways. Their emigration has of Jate years 
been u Jurge one, about 200 having left the Branch in four years to go to Zion. 
They have a Relief Society which, ulthough small, was doing the best it 
could. 

Elder Jones then N the statistical report of the Conference up to 

March 31, 1885, viz: 2 High Priests, 10 Seventies, 76 Elders, 35 Priests, 21 
Teachers, 19 Deacons and 667 members; tvtal 830, Baptized 32, emigrated 
2, received 1, removed 3, excommunicated 5, died 3, and 7 children blessed, 

President Peuruse expressed his pleasure in hearing such favorable reports. 
Spoke a short time on Tithing, also upon excommunication, showing the 
necessity of trimming the Branches of their dead members; yet, at the sume 
time, the importance of being merciful as well as just. 

Elder Jones then presented the Gencral Authorities of the Church and the 
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local authorities of the Conference, all of whom were e sustained by unanimous 
vote. | 

Elder Osmond occupied the remaining time. He expressed his’ great 

pleasure in meeting the Saints in London, as it was the place where he first 
heard and embraced the Gospel thirty-four years ago. He saw that there 

were but few now here belonging to the Church compared to what there were 
then, but that even gave him joy for he knew most of them were in Zion. 
He then spoke of co-operation and how it was carried out in Utab. fs 

Singing, Prayer by Elder Woodruff. 

The meeting was opened at 2-30 with singing, prayer by Elder ‘MeMurtin 

The Sacrament was administered by Elders Gid ney and Gadd, ) 

Elder Crane spoke on the restoration of the Gospel and bore a strong 

testimony that what the world call “Mormonism” is indeed the Gospel, and 
that Joseph Smith, Brigham Young and J ohn Taylor were, and are true 
Prophets of the living God. 
Elder Hodges, in speaking, asked his hearers to follow the admonition of 
Paul, to prove all things and hold fast that which is good. Spoke on the 
necessity of revelation from God, referring to Noah, Daniel, Samuel and 
other Prophets, and said the Lord God will do nothing unless He revenleth 
His mind and will to His servants the Prophets. He then bore testimony 
and showed how the Gospel had been restored by revelation in this our day 
in fullillment of the prophecy given by John in the 14th chapter and the 6th 
verse of his Revelations. : 

Elder Horsley then reported his labors in the Berks District. He felt that 

‘his labors there had been a time of rejoicing, for he had had the pleasure of 
| baptizing sixteen persons, also he had now the names of others who would, 
in u short time, be added to the Church by baptism. 

President Wells said it was a pleasure to him to meet with the Saints of 
London and to unite his testimony with his brethren on behalf of the Gospel. 
He could tell his hearers that it was no test that this work was not the work 
of God, because it was evil spoken of, for they spoke evil of Jesus and His 

desciples in His day; yet our friends will tell us now that he was the Savior 
of the world. They will tell us we have only to believe on Him and we shall 
de saved, but they will find that to believe on Him aright is to keep His 
* commandments. Revelations have been given from God to man, and we 
~ have come forth to bear them to the nations of the earth, but we do not find 
many of the great and rich receive our testimony, but yet this is a testimony 
bol its truth, for did not Jesus say, unto the poor is the Gospel preached, and 
that ae draw them to Him, and they would rejoice in the Holy One 
of Israel? He could testify that God has sent His Gospel again to man, and 
He has sent it by an angel, as John said He would, and we, as the servants 
of the Most High, are bearing this Gospel of the kingdom to the intabital ts 
| of the earth, and the Lord has said that after the testimony ‘of His’ servants 
will He send the judgments ‘upon them, but, at the same time, ‘he’ hath also 
aid He will gather His elect from tlie east, west, north and the south. It i is 
this that causes us to gather to the far West, even as God hath commanded 
us, and though men and nations may persecute us and try to drive us out, we 
Shall stay and still gather, for we are gathered there and the Church organized 
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by and 8 rayelation from God, and He hath said that His aud and : 
kingdom shall never be thrown down. or given to another people. - 2 
Singing Benediction by Elder Young. 
Meeting opened at 6-30 p.m. with einging, prayer by Elder Jones, and sing: | 
ing again: 
President . said he trusted that the same good spirit would be with 
them this evening that they enjoyed during the day. He had been told to- 
day that Elder John Wella, one of the Counsellors of the President of this 
(the Whitechapel) Branch, had died, and that his body was, this day, oom- 
mitted to the grave. Brother Wells was baptizsd a member of this Church 
in 1848. He was a man about sixty‘five years of ages at the time of his death. 
We are sorry to part with our friends, but we realize that this life is only a 
temporary existence. We, as Latter-day Saints, have received revelations _ 
from God that cause us to look on death differently to our religious friends. 
The demise of our brother leads us tu reflect on what we are and why we are a 
here, and where we come from and where we are going to, The great mass of 1 
mankind are conversant with the things of time, but they think little of the 9 
future that lies before them; but he thought that the things tliat were eternal, 
were of greater valus than the things of time. Jesus said lay not up to your- 
selves treasures where moth and rust do corrupt and thieves break through , 
and steal, but rather lay up . treasure in heaven. President Penrose 
pre- -existence. of the spirit of man, its existence with the body i in this life, its. 
existence, separated from the body after death, in the spirit world, its union 
again with the body at the maces: e in doing so, he took Jesus Him- 
self as the example. 
The Conference was then brought to a close with singing, benediction 5 | 
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Eider ot his labors up to the 
17th ult., from which ‘we make the following extracts: 


to fast for them, and call'sgain and bee what to do, In the evening I had a good op 
unity of exp ig the Gospel. I was treated like a Pasha, which was quite differ- 
ent from my simple way of living. But people think it foolish for me to refuse such good 
coffee, such fine tobacoo, such aud 
ims 
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some of the errors in the logic of modern philosophers were co 
the present churches compared with the Bible, the message of 802 in — 
the nations, and the consequences of obeying or disobeying it, the way: for' each one to 
obtain a knowledge for himself, and the heights to which man might iélimb<by dili 
and perseverance. They allowed me to read; but only ten remsined, and 3 
learned and contrary. The Lord punished me for my written effort by withholding 
much of His good, warm Spirit, and I felt frosty, and as though I were res ing: 
common, everyday announcement, and when I got through they were all ailens: | 
had heard too much in those twelve minutes, and then one replied piss they ruin nt 
a religion that takes a lifetime to study, that they liked their wine’ and beer and smoking 
and easy way of life, and that a man only gets foolish and religious by reading and etudy- 
ing tov much, and they didn't want any more of it: (The same man stole: . 
Dr. Mavian in a bargain.) I showed him some of his inconséquences, and a 
laughed at him. Others had questions referring to a man who was giving p meee 
here in Constantinople in Spiritism and table ‘knocking, and showing, hi Poca 
mechanical instrument; that all was a fraud. (So the devil disproves his o ‘pevelati 
in order to destroy faith in all revelation.) Nevertheless awhile ago & Jéanit: . — * 
many here), driven out of France, administered to a sick man who was given up ‘by the 1 
doctors, and cured him (Rev: xvi, 14 The good people and the foolish: betete don't 
know that old Paracelsus said that sometimes devils may, affect a sivkness, seemitig to be 
@ common sickness, and only go away. when they Please to fool people, or when the 
authorities come along. This greatest of ancient dootors aid } t the best, means to 
cure sickness was lost—the power of the Apostles—and this should not be restores bra 
the nineteenth ventury. This he said in the time of Lather. 
“T had to discass with the Germans until after one o'clock in. f : 
maile it hard for me, but prumised that if they should come to see God, ‘aay would tas 
before Him that I did my best to try and make them believe in Him. — — 
said: We do not want any more preaching, but call at our meetings whenever % 
like. And I will do it, later, an 32 
written preparation. oft an oe 
On the 16th of April, while giving a German lesson to a eee in Stam: 
boul, a tall. faultlessly dressed gentleman steppedin. He is an Armenian, but educated 
in England, having traveled much and spent his time in a very good way. He spoke in 
the best of English, and said he thought it wonderful that a wan could learn to read 
Turkish in three months as. well aa I did; then he talked of people and nations and their 
gift of reasoning and other powers, and about churches and their follies, and carried me 
up in wonderful speech to the heights of the best English writers, and then over to 
Raphael and other great Italian masters. and from these sunny mountain tops he showed 
me the nations of the world, and how they, step by step, will get rid of religious errors 
and exterior works, such as baptism, ete. and in their philosophical views: will get Per- 
fected! And after he was through, 1 told him how well he did to read J. G. Mill and rr 
and Emerson and Carlisle and Mathew, and how, IL. 
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of the and a man done all’ he” can, 
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revelation, only troddea by men elli pure pure hearts, ele 


wenau, but that, after a man has reached all these glorious enc „ E dat nere 
| is yet a way left that will guide him inte a knowledge of past and future, inta the depths. 0 
of éte 
iid 
tui. Mormonisut Tes, sir.’ He tok some English and German pamphlegs and went... 
: was it given ine tu know that this Aristoles, wateliing. 
when chouldt to give my lesion, Would only come to show bo hat pour ignurant 
Mormon gent heights of philogopliy, and then God in His things 
| my knowledge again which were forgotten long ago, and I unders why had such a 
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strong feeling just before leaving my room to knee down to a prayer, because there 
might some unlooked-for thing happen. 3 

A few days ago I was asked to give as interview to some young ladies from a Scutari 
Institute, ax some of them a “Directly warned by a feeling I said: ‘I shall 


with them. It was a trap from gur old friends the reverends. 
I beg your pardon: for this impolitely: long letter}: but em 1 ‘think you 


Elder in o letter frou N ew Zealand, dated Mareh wn, 

“Tn these far off lands „ the: Maories, who 
during thé last twelve been drown by the of Ged to see and under. 
atand the mighty work that has:been established in these last days for the redemption — 
of the human family, and liundreds have ‘already entered into covenant at the waters kf 

The 1a r iif the best they can to live their religion, and are 
indefatigable in éndeavoring, to spread ‘the truth among their own people. 

The Europeans do not seem quite so anxious to receive or even to investigate the 
‘traths.ef,the Gospel. The chief reason of this is, I have no doubt, that there are so 
many. religious secte and parties, who are so diversified withal in their faiths, that the 
wind becomes bewildered, anxiety for trath ay to apathy, the consummation of 
which is, that infidelity obtains, and the li Balk, ene oe they once possessed of a future state 
ition becomes entirely the presen it alone becomes paramount. 
ehave a little Branch af the Church at Karori; there are only ax of us—one sister 


1815 
Lad about a month ag. We hold our meetin N but it is seldom that 
ers attend, they seem to have religion enough.” . | ; 
Preaideot N. M. writen: fram under date ot 


Baltik, who is About the Shen 1 last saw you. The work of the Lord is pro- 
gressing favorably. We baptized five new members last month, and, if all is well, 1 
shail’ baptihe three or four more next Tuesday, and there are five or :six others who have 
applied tie end of May or beginning 

thoes wh-will Wehaptheed beat is meldest who, | 
baptized some twenty years ago, deplored the step I had taken with all the anguish and 
-grigB-of Her Joving and generots, but misguided The bond of sisterly and brotherly 
Aflectibn was always: very strong between us, bat her mind had become filled with pre- 
judios against the people of God through the false accusations and foul slanders of our 
enemies, who have al geet ny this part of the country. One 

redicted 
fathering place of the 
‘the fulfiliment of my words uttered nearly twenty years ago; and of realizing a long 
prayéd fur Gesite. - I feel truly thankful for this and ‘othetbiessings-I am con- 
tinually receiving from the hands of my hypsyenty Father, and I moat sincerely pray that 
I may ever be found humble, true. and faithful to Him She week whieh 
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